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VOCABULARY AND FUNCTIONS 

UNDERSTANDING 

Basic Understanding 

1. I understand. —  I understand what you mean about saving money. 
2. I get it. —  Oh, I get it now. You were joking! 
3. I see. —  I see, so the meeting is tomorrow, not today. 
4. That makes sense. —  That makes sense. the shop closes early on Sundays. 
5. I know what you mean. —  I know what you mean; Mondays can be really 

hard. 
6. I get what you’re saying. —  I get what you’re saying about needing more 

time. 
7. Right, I follow you. —  Right, I follow you. We should start from step one 

again. 
8. Now I understand. —  Now I understand why you were upset. 
9. I see what you mean. —  I see what you mean. That could be a problem. 
10. Got it. —  Got it, I’ll bring the documents tomorrow. 

Phrases for Not Understanding 

1. I don’t understand.  —  I don’t understand this part of the exercise. 
2. I don’t get it. —  Sorry, I don’t get it — can you explain again? 
3. I’m not sure I understand. —  I’m not sure I understand what you mean by 

that. 
4. I don’t see what you mean. —  I don’t see what you mean about the schedule. 
5. I’m confused. —  I’m confused — is the class on Monday or Tuesday? 
6. You lost me. —  Wait, you lost me — who are we talking about now? 
7. Sorry, what do you mean? —  Sorry, what do you mean by “shift the 

deadline”? 
8. Could you explain that again? —  Could you explain that again? I didn’t quite 

catch it. 
9. Can you say that another way? —  Can you say that another way? I didn’t 

understand. 
10. I’m not following you. —  I’m not following you. Could you give me an 

example? 

To Confirm You Understand 

1. So, you mean…? —  So, you mean we have to finish by Friday? 
2. Do you mean that…? —  Do you mean that the class is canceled? 
3. If I understand you correctly… —  If I understand you correctly, we meet at 

the station, right? 
4. Let me check I got this right.  —  Let me check I got this right — you’ll call me 

later? 

5. In other words… —  In other words, we’re starting over from the beginning? 


